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_ were in their Infant State, 4) mee. 
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an internal Defilement of the Soul; beg ron 
uneleag Affections and Thoughts, which ia 
Man'v natural State are oppoſite to God and his 
Righteouſneſs; how then can mere outward. 


Water waſh away ſuch inward Uncleanneſs, an * : 
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the moſt ordinary Underſtanding can'-ſees that 
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1 Beptiin is thus expreſſecd to us in holy Scrip- 
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put an Chriſt; *.:and: in another, Repent and = 
be baptized every one of you in the Name of 
Jus 'Chrift for the "Remiffion "bf Sits, and ye 
Hall receive" the Gift of the "Holy Ghoſt 74 and 
again, Therefore we art Buried with bim Bb. 
An inte Death,” that like” as Chrift” was raiſed 
| 10 from the Dead by" the Glory of be Rather, 
7 * ae 40% Jhould walk in Mang of Life if = 
and laſtly, Waſo'ye; make yo clean; pus way 
db Bull of your Doings from before mine. Ayers 
_ 40 Evil; learn to do well. inn . 
In theſe ſeveral Paſſages of holy Sctipture 
are made known to us the Internal” Nature 
and Uſes of Baptiſm, as repreſented by the 
external Form and Sign thereof, and n : 
conſiſt, according to the true ſenſe. of thoſe = 
Paſſages,. iſt, in the-Soul \ Purification" from 
Evil, figniied by putting amady tbe Evil of | br 
Doings, by the Remiſſionof Sins, and being buried -. | 
with Chriſt. by Baptiſm unite: Death,/ and adj, 
in it's Renewal, Grawth, and Advancement in 
A divine and holy By ſignified by as. TR 
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Vor \ Baptiſm denotes Waſhing; and Waſh- 


applies to the Body, or to the Soul; the Body, 
is waſhed wr know with natural Water, bur 
the Soul, or Spirit, is waſhed. with Joirituel 
Water fer there is Apiritual Water, as well. 
as chere is natural Waters ſpiritunl Water is 
the Divine Truth of God's Holy. Word, and 
it is of this Water our Lord ſpeaks, When he. 
days, . He mbar believeth in int, oui ef bis Belly © 
all pu Rivers of M ο WER; and in. 
another Plage, 6. Hetbeu knew: the Gift ef 


. Water therefore cometh from the 
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lievs on Him; „and Man cometh io this W n 
and waſheth in it, and thereby receives 5 
ſpiritual Bepriſu, or Purifoation, when he Ea 
verts himſclf oh lng uo his Gody 
and ehe Peuntain of all Dizine Goode and 


Truth, And Mvyes a Lie onformable to his 
Command ments, in putting away all Evils df 
the Fleſh and Spirit, and Willing, and thinks. 
ene doing the Thing that is right. TIED 
Here then we may ſee -plainly.what'is: be. 
bp geing on to Perfection in che Sacranketh of 
Baptiſm: Ie is te go. zen by Nepentance and 
| ObWlichee towards the thorough Purification 'of 
our” Souls from all Rvil g from every Defils-⸗ 
ment of Sin and Uncleanheſs; from the cor- 
rupt Workings of the old Man in the Vahitirs 
and Luſts of ſelfiſn, ſenſual and worldly. Le; 
und it is in chis Spirit of Repentance and Obes | 
diene to tutn unto! Jeſus Chriſt as the mani- 
ſeſted Jehovah, the Fountain of all Good and 
Truth, to receive from him the Baptiſm of be - 
Holy Ghoſt and of Fire; that is, to put on his 
diinne Wiſdom and divine Love; to lot als 
\ his boy Spirit rule in renn and in auf 
2 Wo F Lives, 
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- hart faſhioned: us anew in the: Regeneration 
"ow the Image and ' Likeneſs) of bim tbat made 
\ „ 2 till ve are rendered meek; and mereiful, 


1 Find and charitable, patient and contented, 
- Lovers of God; and Lovers one of another, 
1 of 28 the Goſpel was deſigned to makes; or, as 
8 | the [Apoſtle expreſſeth it, till . according.c40;his 
18 1 ur be ſabed by the WASHING: OF; _ 


1 3 GENERATION, AND A ad OF.TBE 
1111 i cow. or mods ant, 
x . And what e rea- 
bponable, what more bleſſed chan to goon towards | 
1 * this Perfection in the true Sacrament of Bap- 
1 _ tiſm? For if to be purified from the Diſorders 
= of a ſinful, a miſerable Nature; if to be deli- 
veoered from the Errors and Deluſſons of a vain, 
2 falſe, a worldly Wiſdom and n, 
do have our Souls opened to the Reception of 
bdagkeir chief, their only Good, and our Eyes to 
1 tie Contemplation of the moſt beautiful, the 
i moſt: glorious Objects; if to be admitted to 
Conjunction with Jeſus Chriſt and his holy An- 
gels, and to be made Partakers thereby of a 
© = hrias Nen if to have enkindled e 
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Souls an y nnd heavenly. Fires: eren ahe Be 
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thereby unto the Bliſs of rene if 00 18 


thus changed from Men into Angels, and from 
being dead in Lin to be made ative unto Gods 
from being blind in Ignorance, to be made to 
ſee by the Wiſdom of God; from being aſleep 


in Vanity, and Wickedneſs, and Miſery of this 


World, to be made awake unto the Realities, 


Purities, and Bleſſedneſs of an eternal Exiſt-. 


ence in the Kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt— If, 1 
lay, there be any Thing reaſonable; ;any Thing 
bleſſed, in any, or in all of theſe Things, then 
it is ſurely equally reaſonable, it is ſutely 


equally bleſſed to preſs forwards, daily, in Re. 


pentance and Faith, towards the Perfection * 5 
that ſpiritual e by which elan they ate 
to be amine, t Mg i e ud Hine | 
Ate we reſting men in any Pals or No- 
nem of Baptiſm; ſhort of this it's true Nature 
and Perfection Oh, let us conſider. ane 
how much Injury we are doing thereby to ur 
own Souls, by taking up With Signs, a 
Fonms, and Vigore,a90 meg an to ente? 
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- if ve-havermothing elſe at that Time to 
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ve vert e Nepreſent they will aliens but rife 
be in Judgment pvinſt us, unt inſtead of 


Wang es in the Matter of Salvation; they 
5 | _ - "will but ſerve to aggravate our Condemm ation: 
l Z 3 „On che eher Hund, let us impreſs deeply on 
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Ibve towards the! Lord % Che, we ſhall 
experience daily che Fower of tis Reſurrection 
enabling us to Walk in he Newneſt and Blel- 


cheyt will be put away and gtpärmelle from us | 
that they canndt turt us; whilſt by Faith and 


ſedneſs of a divine Life thus ſhalþ we proceed 


from the outward to the true inward Baptiſm 


Z of the Spirit, till being waſhed from all the ” a I 
Uucleanneſs of ſelfiſh; and ſenſual, and worldly | 


55 Love, we become renewed in that Image of 
| heavenly Love and Charity, and good Works, 


which hath Peace with God here, and hereafter 


© Hl admitted i into the Inheritance of the Saints in 
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her of this heavenly Baptiſm, give us all, we 


beſeech thee, a right Faith and Love towards 


15 thee, that believing thee to be Jehovah mani- 
© feſted in the Fleſh, and walking in the Was 


of thy Commandments, we may ever approach 
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tion with thee through th y 
ns they Yhou. ay deed 
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